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Patent evaluation method for on-line banking/electronic commerce, 
involves assigning values to various factors of patent based on 
characteristics and adding multiplied weigh tage values to rank the 
patents 

Patent Assignee: BOUNTYQUEST CORP (BOUN-N) 
Inventor: CELLA C F; KELLY E J; VINCENT M P 
Number of Countries: 096 Number of Patents: 002 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

WO 200203250 Al 20020110 WO 2001US20630 A 20010628 200220 B 

A'' ?"n]7158^ A 20020114 AU 200171584 A 20010628 . 200237 

\i \ :ii:y Applications (No Type Date): US 2000607180 A 20000629 
:Vj :.nriL Details : 

Pacenc No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 

WO 200203250 Al E 137 G06F-017/30 

Designated States (National) : AE AG AL AM AT AU AZ BA BB BG BR BY BZ CA 
CH CN CO CR CU CZ DE DK DM DZ EC EE ES FI GB GD GE GH GM HR HU ID IL IN 
IS JP KE KG KP KR KZ LC LK LR LS LT LU LV MA MD MG MK MN MW MX MZ NO NZ 
PL PT RO RU SD SE SG SI SK SL TJ TM TR TT TZ UA UG US UZ VN YU ZA ZW 
Designated States (Regional) : AT BE CH CY DE DK EA ES FI FR GB GH GM GR 
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AU 200171584 A G06F-017/30 Based on patent WO 200203250 

'Basic): WO 200203250 Al 
'."^Vr.LTY - Several factors representing filing and issue dates with 
t.o pacencs and law details are established. A value is assigned 
•.VI. :h of the factors, based on the characteristics of the patents. 
:r.-e assigned value is multiplied with respective weightage value and is 
summed up co rank the patent. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are also included for the 
following : 

(a) Method of rating a law firm and legal professional; 

(b) System for meeting a deadline that depends on the date of 
tiling with government office and united states postal service; 

(c) Patent claim size determination method; 

(d) Method for employing a wide area network to administer a search 
i o a large arena of participants 

liSL - For evaluacing patents and other intellectual proper rights 
relating online ban king/e-cormnerce services performed through Internet, 
WAN, LAN, intranet, extranet, telephone network. 

ADVANTAGE - Since the patents are ranked precisely, searching 
efficiency is improved. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the schematic view of 
entities involved in patent evaluation system, 
pp; 137 DwgNo 1/28 
Title Terms: PATENT; EVALUATE; METHOD; LINE; BANK; ELECTRONIC; ASSIGN; 
VALUE; VARIOUS; FACTOR; PATENT; BASED; CHARACTERISTIC; ADD; 
MULTIPLICATION; VALUE; RANK; PATENT 
Derwent Class: TOl 

Inrernational Patent Class (Main) : G06F-017/30 

i- : ;--o:r!enL : EPI 
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Determining method for capability levels of process area when gauging 
maturity of information technology operations organization involves 
calculating maturity based on achievement of genetic practices 

Fdcerrc Assignee: AC PROPERTIES BV (ACPR-N) 
Inventor: GREENBERG N S; WINN C R 
Number of Countries: 084 Number of Patents: 002 
Patent Family: 

Patent No Kind Date Applicat No Kind Date Week 

WO 200108004 A2 20010201 WO 2000US20280 A 20000726 200157 B 

AU 200063752 A 20010213 AU 200063752 A 20000726 200157 

Prioricy Applications (No Type Date) : US 99361622 A 19990726 
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t iler:': No Kind Lan Pg Main IPC Filing Notes 
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Designated States (National) : AL AM AT AU AZ BA BB EG BR BY CA CH CN CU 
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AU 200063752 A G06F-009/00 Based on patent WO 200108004 

Abs::racu (Basic): WO 200108004 A2 

NOVELTY - The method involves defining predetermined number of 
: : '-^-ss atcribuces, and deuermining genetic practices for each of the 
: • ^-^^ -:: • ^: r ibuues . THe genetic practices include base practices 

^ 1 rem a group. The maturity of an operations organization is 

jrjlculaced based on the achievement of the genetic practices. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The group consists of polling for a current 
status, gathering and documenting monitoring information, classifying 
events, assigning severity levels, assisting impact, analyzing faults, 
routing the faults to be corrected, mapping event type predefined 
diagnostic or corrective procedures, logging the events locally or 
remotely, suppressing messages until thresholds are reached, displaying 
status information on one console in multiple formats, displaying 
status information multiple locations, issuing commands on remote 
processors, setting up and changing local or remote filters, setting up 
and changing local or remote threshold schemes, analyzing traffic 
patterns and sending broadcast messages. INDEPENDENT CLAIMS are 
also included for the following: 

(a) a computer readable medium used in storing computer program for 
determining capability levels of monitoring process area; 

(b) and a system for determining capability of monitoring process 
area , 

USE - For determining capability levels of process area when 
evaluating maturity of information technology operations organizations. 

ADVANTAGE - Provides basis for organizations to gauge performance, 
and assists in planning and tracking improvements to the operations 
environment. Provides basis for defining an objective improvement 
strategy in line with an organization's needs, priorities, and resource 
availability. Determines overall operational maturity of an 
: :.jnization based on the capability levels of its process. Enables 
r ;Kii7,ation to assess and improves its processes, and to assess 
'oCchcility of suppliers in meeting their commitments, better manage the 
risk associated with outsourcing and sub-contract management. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the schematic diagram 
of the hardware implementation of the method for determining capability 
levels of process area when gauging maturity of IT operations 
organization . 

pp; 226 DwgNo 1/11 
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Computer implemented method for data visualization and data mining, 
involves displaying partial hierarchy containing number of levels equal 
to preset depth and less than total number of levels in complete 
hierarchy 

Pacenc Assignee: SILICON GRAPHICS INC (SILI-N) 
Inventor: TESLER J D 

Number of Countries: 001 Number of Patents: 001 
Pacenc Family: 

Patenc No Kind Dace Applicat No Kind Date Week 
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Abstract (Basic): US 6137499 A 

NOVELTY - The partial hierarchy containing number of levels being 
equal to predetermined depth and less than total number of levels 
included in complete hierarchy, is generated and displayed. The partial 
hierarchy includes bottom level. The parent nodes in bottom level have 
segments of connection lines automatically extending towards child 
nodes not included in partial hierarchy. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The partial hierarchies are managed in 
response co requests from viewer to move camera to predetermined 
posiuion. The interpolated partial hierarchy layout is generated based 
,n ceneraced partial hierarchies. The Z position coordinate equal to Z 
■••^ordinate of effective camera position advanced by number of levels 
equal to predetermined depth , is determined . INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 
are also included for the following: 

(a) for computer graphic system; 

(b) computer program for data visualization and data mining 
USE - For data visualization and data mining for business, 

scientific and educational and mathematical applications. 

ADVANTAGE - A partial hierarchy allows greater number of nodes 
closest to user to be displayed without sacrificing quick and smooth 
navigation through data in complete hierarchy. During zooming, angular 
crientation is maintained through successive partial hierarchies, 
raring free-form navigation, hierarchy manager determines and maintains 

iencacion based on reference object. Only nodes lying within 
predetermined depth from user's effective camera position need to be 
laid out and stored for rendering in single display view. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the display view of 
partial hierarchy drawn based on complete hierarchy layout. 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR GRANTING PATENTS 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR GRANTING PATENTS 
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Detailed Description 

English Abstract 

...a preferred embodiment, the method and system are used to determine 

patentability, or to grant patents , based on an application made by the 

'ipplicanu in which various aspects of the claimed... 

- • T'escr ipc ion 

. . y f'hose chat are patentable can be identified. At that time, he or 

.;:>uld determine whether those "allowable" claims of sufficient 
scope uO undergo the next steps (including application, publication and 
coslS) of issuing his patent. A... 
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR VERIFYING AND EDITING ELECTRONICALLY TRANSMITTED 

CLAIM CONTENT 
Main International Patent Class: G06F 
F;: 11 text Availability: 
1 a ims 

".r.cjlish Abstract 

Systems and methods verify the content of an electronically transmitted 
claim , such as a healthcare claim by intercepting the claim , 
reviewing the claim 's contents, and comparing the claim to 
pre-established claim criteria established by a payer or both a 
healthcare service provider and payer. If the claim contains the 
appropriate content the claim is forwarded to its intended recipient, 
cypically a payer such as an insurance company or government healthcare 
payer; otherwise the claim may be returned to the sender, e.g., a 
pharmacy, with an indication that it does not contain the correct 

• *"^r. ■ . Additionally, the claim may be edited by the system and 

• ! ;j: : : ''orrecc form to ics intended recipient. 

. . . * wv^r; by che 5 payer editing module 235. 

'.: • * : :;^cii:ns are compared to the payer- identified claim criteria, a 
comprehensive report may be created at the end of transmission which 
indicates whether it has passed... 
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: ish Abscracc 

rransicion probability sequencing models and metrics are derived from 
healthcare claims data (100, Fig.l) to identify potentially fraudulent 
or abusive practices, providers, doctors, clients, or other entities. 
Healthcare reimbursement claims from hospitals, skilled nursing 
taciiities, doctors, etc., are processed to identify sequences of states, 
and . . . 

Claim 

. . . disclosure of the present invention is intended to be illustrative, 
: y\ r.o'' limicing, of the scope of the invention. 

CLAIMS 

; - A meLhod of identifying potentially fraudulent healthcare 

re Irabu r semen t 

claims, the method comprising: 

determining a sequence of healthcare states for... 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD OF INTERNATIONAL PATENT APPLICATION 

Main International Patent Class: G06F-019/00 
Fuiltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 



English Abstract 

...invention is that it enables the 

which has been filed in one patent 

! : / rnr3 c iona 1 patent application 

: '■'-ir ioi.js eieccronic trades at a 



intellectual property information, 

office, also to be filed for 
in other patent office and/or to be 
lower cost and efficient... 



Miner country resident. More specifically, this invention enables 
s:.'ecific intellectual property information filed for patent in at 
least one patent office to be filed in other requested country not by 
uhe original applicant or inventor of filed patent application but by 
requested country resident in his/her name and/or responsibility for 
his . . . 

Detailed Description 

. . . the art from this detailed description, so the actual scope of the 
ir.vencion should be determined with reference to the appended claims 
li'T-': vvith uheir full scope of equivalents and alternatives. 



INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

1. The present invention provides a useful technology to 
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Detailed Description 

Enqlish Abstract 

An insurance entity, organized as a stock, mutual or reciprocal company 
" , .offers claims paid property and casualty insurance to an insured 
. A I'-r-enf. company creates a organization... 

\ i^^novmq unlimited liability and capping annual assessments, while 
:*^;"o.:r.ing Lhe lower cose achievable by claims -paid policy. 

Detailed Description 

... claims to the insurance company, thereby incurring losses. A 

classification plan is also used to determine the expected size of 
claims based on known characteristics of the policyholder. In the case 
of physician professional liability insurance... 
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PAYMENT OF MEDICAL CLAIMS 
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PREALABLE ET LE PAIEMENT EN TEMPS REEL DE DEMANDES LIEES A DES FRAIS 
MEDICAUX 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SECURE 

PAYMENT OF MEDICAL CLAIMS 
Main International Patent Class: 
Fulltiext Availability: 
beta i led Description 

Fncjlish Abstract 

...time pre-ad judication, funding and payment of medical expenses to a 
Provider (130) for a claim , the Claim having a Payer (155), wherein a 
line of credit is established that is associated with the claim . One 
variation of the system provides automated and optionally network-based 
assistance to Participants in... 
...165), employers (170), and e-Market exchanges (175). The method 

includes: receiving a medical expenses claim which is scrubbed; prior 
*.o i.he adjudication of the claim funding the provider from a line of 
wii:h funding determined using risk analysis tools... 

* ^ ; e s c rT 1 p u i on 

, . . poSses che Claim Check, a Funding Claim Check is 

;>er: i ormed in step 320. The Funding Claim Check is a real-time 
comprehensive 

analysis , based on the VETS Funding Percentage, VETS Provider Rating 
and 

Adjustment, and VETS Payer Rat ing . . . ther review or to deny payment of one 
of the codes . 

Most Extensive Procedures. Most Extensive Procedures are procedures 
that 

identify Claims with two or more similar procedures, but with 
different levels of complexity. 

Ruiesees 

The following . . . 
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- . . . : :.fin juage: English 

• Word Count: 9496 

: r:uernacional Patent Class: G06F-017/21 
r-.il'cexc Availability: 
Detailed Description 

English Abstract 

...that must be carried out in order to prepare and control electronic 
documents such as patent applications. In one embodiment, the 
computer-implemented method of the present invention includes storing a 

. - . e 1 ecr ronic documents on a computer system, the plurality of electronic 
icrumencs being associated with a patent application (710), generating 
a firsii signal indicating that one or more of the electronic documents 
^re CO be filed to a patent office (720), and automatically locking the 
one or more electronic document so that the documents... 

Detailed Description 

... not, therefore, be determined solely by reference to the above 
description, but instead should be determined with reference to the 
appended claims along with their full scope of equivalents and 
alternatives . 

20 
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METHOD OF CREATING ELECTRONIC PROSECUTION EXPERIENCE FOR PATENT APPLICANT 
• ■ ioriol Pacent Class: G06F-017/21 

. . . ■ ■ \' Avo i . abili cy : 
. ' \ '.tvc! Description 

r r. J. \ s\\ Absi: ract 

A jnechod of managing documents related to a patent application. In one 
embodiment the method includes generating an invention disclosure from a 
first client . . . 

...storing the generated invention disclosure in a database accessible to 
the server system; drafting a patent application for the invention 
disclosure from a second client system coupled to the server system over 
a second communication network, where the second client system is 
associated with a patent practitioner; storing the drafted patent 
application in the database; generating an instruction to file the 
patent application from a client system associated with either the 
technology developer or the patent practitioner; and receiving the 
Instruction at the server system and causing the patent application to 
be filed in a patent office. 

Detailed Description 

. . . therefore, be detennined solely by 
40 

j;eference to the above description, but instead should be determined 
with reference to the appended claims along with their full scope of 
equivalents and alternatives. 
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lieLaiied Description 

English Abstract 

...provides access to information stored on a computer-readable medium 
that pertains to a selected patent application. In one embodiment the 
graphical user interface includes at least first, second and third. . . 

...the second display section (234) displays a plurality of links (242) 
providing access to a patent document that was filed in or sent from a 
patent office and is stored as images on a computer-readable medium; and 
':he third display section (236) displays a plurality of links (244) 
: rovidinc access tio a patent file associated with an application 
:.roqram and scored on the computer-readable medium in a... 

:^'L:iIed Description 

... not, therefore, be determined solely by reference to the above 
description, but instead should be determined with reference to the 
appended claims along with their full scope of equivalents and 
alternatives . 

17 
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Detailed Description 

Claims 

English Abstract 

...herein, including methods and systems (100) for large arena searching 
of prior art relevant to patents and prior uses relevant to trademarks, 
meeting deadlines, evaluating the value of a patent based on objectives 
criteria, rating lawfirms, rating a law firms, rating attorneys and 

: i .iru^ i:he breadth of ter.ms in a patent claim . 

- * . .a:: D^scripc ion 

. . . r;road claim is found invalid, the narrower claim may nevertheless be 
:*-und valid. Also, having claims of varying scope requires additional 
analysis on the part of potential infringers, making the patent a 
greater deterrent to competition. To... 

...the longest chain of claims that, depend in turn from each other. Other 
ways of determiningthe extent of variation of claim scope are 
ascertainable by those of ordinary skill in the art and are encompassed 
by the present disclosure... 

Claim 

. . . the agent to deliver the document to the United States postal service. 
A meuhod of determining the breadth of a patent claim , without 

reference to the incaning 
of the claim, comprising: 

establishing a term frequency database consisting... 
...the terms in the patent. 

8 A method of claim 7, wherein term scores are calculated for a 
predetermined niomber of terms from the patent claims . 

9 A method of claim 7, wherein the plurality of terms in the patent claim 
''•"tnsisL Oi. Che terms having the lowest term, seores . 1 0. A method of 
claim wherein. calculating the term breadth score comprises 

'he Kecm scores for a pred ( inverted question mark) termined number 
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Claims 

English Abstract 

. . .particular query more than once, and in response to each, the agent 
responds with whatever claims it then has. In order to limit the 
duration of time queries are active in... 

...an increased depth-of -search indication, if the originating agent is not 
satisfied with the claims it received in response to the first query. 

C 1 a i ni 

. . . The interpretation policies will determine what the best reduction 
condition is and each agent will compute a confidence factor for its 
claims based on the extent the reduced claims differ from the 
desired ones. Using a 

threshold, claims of higher confidence are used as... 
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NOVEL METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR REPRICING A REIMBURSEMENT CLAIM AGAINST A 
CONTRACT 

Main International Patent Class: G06F-017/60 



Fuiicext Availability: 
Detailed Description 



English Abstract 

A method for repricing a reimbursement claim under at least one 
contract is provided herein. The method includes converting each contract 
inco. . . 

... "r.-'vaczuai term contains qualification codes, calculation codes and 
pric:. icy notes. The method then converts a claim into a series of 
claim lines, containing claim codes, unit numbers and corresponding 
charges for the claim codes (figure 8, items 104a, 104b) The method 
then begins to compare each claim code, of the claim , against each 
qualification code, of each contractual term, of a contract and when a 
qualification code, of a contractual term, is satisfied by a claim 
code, of a claim line, the method identifies the contractual term as a 
matching contractual term associated to the claim line (items 84a, 
84b) . Upon identifying all matching contractual terms, either to the 
claim line or the entire claim , the terms, and eliminate any priority 
conditions associated to the matching contractual terms, and eliminate... 

^^^xcluded by the priority conditions. The method then calculates the 
*• .:•£ ::.s-\"ier!t amount for the claim by determining the reimbursement 

:<'^ Lor the non-excluded matching contractual terms. The method may 

Detailed Description 

. . . to search through the rest of the terms within the section and may 
reprice the claim using a different term . 

Preferably, the amounts , days and percentages of each calculation are 
user-defined in order to customize the calculation for each term. For 
example, a . . . 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR CHOOSING A STOCK PORTFOLIO, BASED ON PATENT 
INDICATORS 

Main International Patent Class: G06F-017/60 
Full text Availability : 
Detailed Description 

English Abstract 

...stock market portfolio. The technique is based on a technology score 
(14) derived from the patent indicators of a set of technology 
companies (12) with significant patent portfolios. Typical patent 
indicators may include citation indicators that measure the impact of 
p-^uented technology, Technology Cycle Time... 
- - - .'-r of innovation of companies, and science linkage that measures 
.- 1 :.: : ' ^::e tenancies of companies. Patent indicators measure the 
^* qualicy technology on the company's future performance. The 



. . . indicator such that the companies can be scored and ranked based on a 
combination of patent indicators. The score is then used to select the 
top ranked companies for inclusion in. . . 

Detailed Description 

. . . modifications within the spirit and scope of the present invention as 
defined by the appended claims . Thus the scope of the invention 
should be determined by the appended claims and their legal 
equivalents, rather than by the examples given. 

I , . , 
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Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 

English Abstract 

...implementing a macro economic model based upon macroeconomic data and 
relative value characteristics data of patents that determines nominal 
values for (1) goods and services and (2) profits generated by sales that 
are covered by the rights of a patent , implements an income value 
::hecry co value the patent based upon the predicted values of profits 

ooods and services covered by the patent , determines patent terms 
:rcm patent filing, publication, and issue dates, determines patent 
assignees from patent data, and uses the value of a company's patents 
, che patent issuance data and term date data, to determine trends 
versus time in: the number of a company's enforceable patents ; the 
number of a company's patents obtained; the nominal value of net 
earnings and of goods and services sold that are covered by the company's 

patents ; the nominal value of the sum of the company's patents , and 
provides comparisons of those trends between companies, regions, and 
economic sectors, providing the results... 

Detailed Description 

. . . value characteristics for a patent are reflected in the relative value 
number for that patent. 

Measures of the length of a claim include the number of characters, 
words , paragraphs, columns of text, pages of text, number of graphics, 
or area of text or ... variable can have multiple alternative values, may 
be assigned a length value based upon heuristic analysis of the 
relationship between the scope of such claims and the value function 
associated with the relative length of the claims. This is because... 
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Mam Incernacional Patent Class: G06F-017/30 
Full text Availability : 
Detailed Description 

English Abstract 

...of the data objects in the selected contexts are processed. Such 
processing may involve generating claim trees, citation trees, and data 
object families, which may be displayed using hyperbolic trees. In... 

Detailed Description 

. . . search criteria immediately following the claim number. 
0 Graphically showing claim dependency for ease of analysis . 

0 Graphically showing claim dependency to determine claim scope 

In 

and coveracFe. 

Generating claim charts for presentations. 

The claim tree funct ionality of the present invention supports 
performance of . . . 
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English Abstract 

...and conceptual-representation analysis (Fig. 9D) . Particulars of the 



invention are especially effective for analyzing patent texts, such as 
patent claims , abstracts and other portions of a patent document. 

' zi: t^tfo l^escripcion 
. . ;or;vencional binary 
iaia file) . The make-claims seep employs numerous heuristics in an 
autiempc CO identify both the scope and references of the claims . 
For 

example: 1) Each claim must start on a new line and that line must... 
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02326^182 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 55603531 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

Brio Claims Patent for Pivoting, Sues Business Objects. 
Computergram International, 3735, NA 
August 30, 1999 

ISSN: 0268-716X LANGUAGE: English RECORD TYPE: Fulltext 

WORD COUNT: 253 LINE COUNT: 00023 

Brio won the patent for the analysis and reporting software 
capabilities incorporated into Brio Enterprise. It covers Brio's "Cross Tab 

Analysis and Reporting Method" which contains " broad claims covering 
both software and methods for the preparing, modifying and reporting of 
^ross-cabulacion analysis." The patent , issued on June 22, generally 
'*-:f:s zo inechods and syscems... 
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Smoke clears after Compton ' s bomb: developers downplay effects of broad 
patent. (News Analysis) 

Cole, Deborah 

MacWEEK, v7, n46, p38(2) 

Nov 29, 1993 

ISSN: 0892-8118 LANGUAGE: ENGLISH RECORD TYPE: FULLTEXT; ABSTRACT 

WORD COUNT: 682 LINE COUNT: 00053 

...ABSTRACT: services and has received national press coverage. 
Competitors and their patent attorneys anticipated minor industry 'wars' 
involving counter- patents and the forming of consortia in an effort to 
invalidate the patent , but developers were relieved after studying the 
document to determine that the 41 claims and subclaims are narrower 
than they had thought. Industry observers nevertheless criticize Compton's 
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Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
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Word Count: 623 

(USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 

TEXT: 

...30 /PRNewswire/ Cellomics, Inc. announced today that the U.S. Patent 
-^nc: Trademark Office (USPTO) has issued and assigned to Cellomics U.S. 
Patent Number 5,989,835 entitled "A System for Cell-Based Screening." The 
patent encompasses methods for High Content Screening (HCS), including 
methods for . . . 

...of molecules between cellular compartments in addition to methods for 
measuring changes in cell size . Specifically, the claims encompass 
methods for measuring the translocation of fluorescent reporter molecules 
between the cell cytoplasm. . . 
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Canadian Patent Office Issues Psychemedics Patent. 

PR Newswire, p5854 
Nov 3, 1999 

Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
Document Type: Newswire; Trade 
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. , . PRNewswire/ Psychemedics Corporation (Amex: PMD) today announced that 
the Canadian Patent Office has recently issued to Psychemedics 
Corporation Canadian Patent No. 1,340,709 containing broad claims to 
Psychemedics proprietary basic hair analysis method. In addition to this 
Canadian patent , Psychemedics owns a number of patents in the United 
States, Europe and Japan directed to the... 
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Hyseq to Participate in Initial Claims Construction Hearing In Af f ymetrix , 
Inc. V, Synteni, Inc. Litigation. 

PR Newswire, p9813 
Oct 13, 1999 

Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
Document Type: Newswire; Trade 
Word Count : 782 

... and Chief Executive Officer. "Although there are differences in the 

patents and claims in the two cases, a consolidated hearing will... 

... ' ' f r .'.-ise, " Mr. Gruber continued. 

■*!diin construction is the legal determination of the meaning and 
scope of a patent 's claims . In a claim construction hearing, known as 

. i >1d r kiv.a n hearing... 

...claim construction to the products of a defendant in a patent 
infringement suit . 

On August 18, 1998, Affymetrix filed suit against... 
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Incyte Announces Declaration of Interference Proceedings Against Two 
Affymetrix Patents. 

PR Newswire, p7943 
April 12, 1999 

Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
Document Type: Newswire; Trade 
Word Count: 519 

proceeding is invoked by the PTO when more than one patent 
applicant claims the same invention. The Board of Appeals and... 

...including those bearing on first to invent, validity, enablement and 
scope of claims and then makes a determination as to who, if anyone, 
ic-: -eniieled co the patent on the disputed invention. 

In September 1998, Affymetrix filed a lawsuit against Incyte alleging 



infringement of both the '305 patent and the * 992 patent . In addition, 
5 preliminary injunction request was filed by Affymetrix based on the * 992 
patent . On January 14, 1999, Incyte announced that the PTO had... 
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SIBIA Neurosciences Obtains a Permanent Injunction Against Cadus . 

PR Newswire, p5676 
Feb 1, 1999 

Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
Document Type: Newswire; Trade 
Word Count: 575 

SIBIA' s '629 patent has broad claims for identifying compounds 
which interact with cell surface proteins for drug discovery... 

...r.hai: rely upon the techniques claimed in SIBIA's '629 patent . In 
■vjdicion, Cadus is precluded from further acts that contribute... 
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. . . proceeding is invoked by the PTO when more than one patent 

applicant claims the same invention. The Board of Appeals and... 

...including those bearing on first to invent, validity, enablement and 
scope of claims and then makes a determination as to who, if anyone, 
is entitled to the patent on the disputed invention. 
Incyte Pharmaceuticals, Inc. is a leading... 
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Business Wire, p9011486 
Sept 1, 1998 

Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
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. . . given the pioneer nature of the patented invention and the breadth 

oi: the patent claims . We have made extensive efforts to determine 
che proper license fees for the Marshall Patent to avoid litigation, but 
if litigation is the alternative, infringers... 
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Cybex Responds to Apex Patent Infringement Claim; Legal Review of Apex 
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Business Wire, p04080237 
April 8, 1998 

Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
Document Type: Newswire; Trade 
Word Count : 459 

{USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 

- r*:: hy any valid claim of Apex PC Solutions, Inc. Patent No. 
• • , kvizK concends in a lawsuit recently. . . 

... • ■ :.- "f? Discricc Court in Seattle, Washington, that its patent 

: : re valid and infringed. Cybex 's assessment of the Apex 

: r; Lrinqement claim against Cybex was made after extensive review of the 

claims at issue. Cybex patent attorneys are Nixon & Vanderhye of 
Arlington, Virginia. 
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{USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 
TEXT: 

...SIBI) today announced that it has been issued U.S. Patent No. 
'^i**^n,113 from the Patent and Trademark office, entitled "Automated 

•:.i.v.*:s Kquipmenc and Assay Method... 

Protein and/or Cytoplasmic Receptor Function Using Same." This 
patent contains broad claims on automated measurement instruments 
'j::d related assay methods for use in functional high... 
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Word Count : 34 5 

{USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 
TEXT: 

...Inc. (Nasdaq: ACMI) today announced that the London-based International 
Patent and Trademark Office has acknowledged to the Company a broad 
claim patent entitled, "Cytological Specimen Analysis System." This 
patent covers a digitized image reference system providing immediate 
on-line . . . 



... .daca to support more accurate specimen classification and diagnosis. 
"This patent will further strengthen AccuMed's technological position in 
the cytopathology . . . 
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TEXT: 

...Pharmacopeia, Inc. (Nasdaq: PCOP) today announced that the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office has issued U.S. Patent No. 5,565,324 containing 
broad claims that cover the identification of biologically active 
compounds from encoded combinatorial chemical libraries, using 
L-r.a rmacopoeia ' s ECLiPS{TM) technology. The patent is the first to issue 
from a series of applications. . . 
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r. j-nen L Type: Newsletter; Academic 
W^tH Count: 34 6 

... to Sepracor begin upon expiration of the composition-of-matter 

patent on fexofenadine in 2001. 

The primary objective of a patent interference, which can only be 
declared by the PTO, is... 

...to invent when the same invention is claimed, and to determine the 
scope of the individual parties' surviving claims , For example, the PTO 
has not included in the interference... 



7/3,K/15 (Item 2 from file: 636) 

ALOG { R) File 636:Gale Group Newsletter DB{TM) 
2004 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

'::o7 65 Supplier Number: 4 68204 20 (USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 
U.S. PATENT DISCLOSURES: PHARMACOPEIA INC 

EIOWORLD Today, v7, n206, pN/A 
Oct 22, 1996 

Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
Document Type: Magazine/ Journal ; Trade 
Word Count: 39 

(USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 

: ^ :r :::a:opfiia Inc., of Princeton, N.J., was issued U.S. patent No. 

, concaining broad claims that cover the identification of 

: Ir,: -qically active compounds from encoded combinatorial chemistry 
. : braries using . . . 
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... a desired alteration in gene expression. 

The recently issued Canadian patent covers broad claims for the 
• ^-rhnoloqy used to identify and characterize DNA-binding molecules. The 

covering che Merlin technology are applicable to the sequences of 
:r jer.e. Corresponding patents have issued in the United States and 
/%..s' 1 ia . Applications are... 

. . .and Korea . 

"We are very pleased to receive this broad patent because we believe 
Merlin has the potential to generate a... 
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...Princeton, NJ; 609-4 52-3600) announced that the United States Patent 
rin*^: Trademark Office has issued United States Patent 5,565,324 containing 

broad claims that cover the identification of biologically active 
: from encoded combinatorial chemical libraries, using 

;• i ; :^ ;.-opoeia ' s ECLiPS technology. The patent is the first to issue from 

. .-rl-^s of applications... 

7/3,K/18 (Item 5 from file: 636) 

DIALOG(R) File 636:Gale Group Newsletter DB{TM) 
(c) 200^ The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

03212137 Supplier Number: '96585885 (USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 
Investors exhibit mixed appetite for biotech ventures 

Biotechnology Business News, pN/A 
joly 31, 1996 

i.'injuage: English Record Type: Fulltext 
l.ovjmeni: Type: Newsletter; Trade 
Word Count : 711 

. . . the promising new Aids drug, 3TC. 

Biochem filed for US patents on the composition of 3TC in 1989 and 
obtained a patent in 1991. Emory has filed a patent in 1990 on a 
process used to obtain 3TC and later amended that to broaden its claim 
on rights to the drug. Analysts however remain upbeat on Biochem 's 
business prospects: the company... 



. . .first since becoming a public company. Biochem described the Emory 
patent as invalid, saying that Emory had been trying for several... 
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... to preserve its technology interests. 

SEAGATE TECHNOLOGY 

Richard Stern, outside patent counsel 

The Software Patent Guidelines should seek to avoid creation of 
overly broad, undeserved. . . 

...of the applicant. The Guidelines should embody, insofar as feasible, 
measures to require floppy disk claims to have no greater scope than 
the racionale justifying their existence provides and no greater... 

. . .claims to which they correspond. . . . 

The scope of floppy disk patents directed to mathematical 
abstractions, if allowed as a matter of... 
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Word Count: 1714 

cannot come, despite what one might reasonably expect in a patent 
case, from the inventor or his patent attorney, because Markman holds 
that "[t]he subjective intent of... 

...used a particular term is of little probative weight in determining 
the scope of a claim "10 and the testimony of his patent expert "on 
Che proper construction of the claims is entitled. . . 
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Confusion In The Law Of Patent Infringement: The Federal Circuit's 
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Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
Document Type: Newsletter; Professional Trade 
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16 1202, 1206 (Fed. Cir. 1992) ("It is elementary in patent law 



that, in determining whether a patent is valid, and if valid, infringed, 
the first step is to determine the meaning and scope of each claim in 
suit . ") . 

31. See e.g., Elf Atochem North America... 
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... train uhe jury in the literal infringement setting. Even though 

patent claim construction is a pure question of law under Markman. . . 

...r.ear: and judge, evidence and testimony to aid her in determining the 

reining and scope of words in a patent claim . This exercise is, in 
ei Lect, CO determine what product elements... 
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... its press releases. For instance, when the company announced its 

patent application for the technology on distinguishing voice from data, 
its. . . 

...insisted to Newsbytes he was not endorsing the company's patent 
claims . 

Some analysts consider Spectrum's claims on its patents overly 
broad . While the company holds valid patents on the technology contained 
:;. l*,-s A.xceli and Axsys connectors... 

. . . .riwsuit against Data Race Inc., of San Antonio that its patent covers 
-jr.y cellular phone-modem connection. While it holds valid patents on its 
S?CL error- 
control protocol, it has claimed in... 
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and I feel that a reexamination is entirely appropriate to 



determine whether these claims should be narrowed or cancelled. " 
WhcL Che Seagate initiacive appears to have done... 

...consciousness about drive size. The belief on the part of patent 
holders such as Rodime, PrairieTek and others is that their... 
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. . . obtained an exclusive license from MIT for use of its patent on a 

microwave high Tc application. However, some analysts claim that market 
is of limited size with a large number of potential competitors. 
A number of . . . 
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What To Do With A Hot Patent Potato 
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... infringed, and by which products or processes. 

Next, consider retaining patent counsel to review the patent and 
■r- L "! e history. Patent counsel can help analyze and suggest an 

:: : c : la L.e scope of the patent claims . Counsel can also help you 
assess whether to implement any one or more of a number. . . 
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Choosing The Penalty 
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Language: English Record Type: Fulltext 
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. . . the right to make or use an article within the scope of a patent 

claim . The way the courts determine a reasonable royalty is to put the 
parties into a . . . 

...willing buyer have paid a willing seller to license that patent on a 
royalty rate?" 
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Patenting Issues in Functional Genomics 
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. . . between the prior art and the claims at issue. The Patent and 

Trademark Office (PTO) can give claims their broadest reasonable 
meaning for patentability determination . However, during patent 
infringement trials, judges must consult the specification, history of 
prosecution . . . 
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... to Sepracor begin upon expiration of the composition-of-matter 

patent on fexofenadine in 2001. 

The primary objective of a patent interference, which can only be 
declared by the PTO, is... 

. . . 'o invent when the same invention is claimed, and to determine the 
scope or che individual parties' surviving claims . For example, the PTO 
j.riS not included in the interference. . . 
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, . . day court hearing held last month for the purpose of determining 

t:ne scope and validity of the patent claims , I. Howard Fine, MD, and 
Paul Ernest, MD, testified on,.. 
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. . be made clear,* Mr. Sisenhauer says. He explains that while 

patents for S-+ ibuprofen say that it is faster-acting, trying... 

...pain starts and ends. 'The results of such trials would determine the 
marketing claims and therefore the size of the potential market, * he 

says . 

While ibuprofen is gaining... 
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(USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 
TEXT: 

...with shipments of Anacad's Eldo analog simulator, despite the patent 
infringement lawsuit filed against the two companies in March by. . . 

...Eldo analog and behavioral simulators. 'We have conducted an in- depth 
invesciqacion into the claims made by Analogy and have determined that 
'heir lawsuit is without merit,' said Mitch Weaver, director... 
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Clini-Therm - Fiberoptic Technology Licensing 

SI SEC Registration March 30, 1989 p. N/A 

... its products . 

The Company has become aware of U.S. Patent No. 4,672,980 issuing to 
f-rr ^ June 16, 1987. The Company is conducting a through review of the 
patent ' -r^ determine its validity and the scope of its claims . 
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. . . property lawyers early in the development so it can be assessed 

Lor patent -ability. 

* Draft patent claims for Internet commerce as broadly as 
possible and include apparatus and method-type claims. 

If a patent is required, use only lawyers who are experienced in 
patents and familiar with the technology in question. 

SOURCE: CURRENT ANALYSIS. . . 
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Patents protect deepwater platform concepts. 
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June 22, 1998 
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. . . niode" contemplated way for carrying out the invention. 

:n shore, patents are easy co comprehend, and reading patents is 
n : uhe besc ways to keep abreast of the latest technology. 
A key part of the patent is its claims, always found at the end of 
che patent document. The claims define the legal extent of the 
patent and determine who would infringe on the patent and who would 
not . 

The claims must define an invention... 

...ordinary skill in the relevant art. 

The claims in the patents encompass the patented aspects, as 
discussed previously, for the various... 
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PE Applied Biosystems Receives Broader Patent Claims for Automated 
Genetic Analysis . 
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... not so readily accepted in Europe. In 1985, a European patent 

application corresponding to the US application was filed on the... 

...it was rejected by the Examining Division of the European Patent 
Office (EPO) . This rejection was mainly based on the Examining Division's 
determination that (1) the claims were broader than the example 
described (the claim encompassed all non-human mammals when the example 
given referred . . , 

...violation of the requirements of Article 83 of the European Patent 
ronvention (EPC);(1} and (2) that the terminology of EPC. . . 
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art in such a way that it is deserving of patent protection. 
Frequently during the course of this negotiation the applicant... 

. . .may then allow certain claims to be issued on the patent based on the 
arguments made by the inventor. It is... 

...CO note that these arguments are a critical element in determining the 
scope of the claims as they are applied during the potential 

: : ! iigenienc period. 
Po r . . . 

...r:n enhancement technique that works on X-rays and the patent examiner 
: : ruis ocher similar image processing techniques that work on... 
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ALRT ANNOUNCES PATENT ACTIVITIES 
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According to Dr. Marvin Rosenthale, ALRT President, "The European 
Patent Office has determined that patent claims presented in Europe 
covering broad medical applications of ALRT1057 are allowable, and we 
expect that a patent covering these uses will be granted in all major 
European countries. 

"However, a situation in the U.S. Patent Office has come to our 
attention which is unusual," Dr. Rosenthale said. "The PTO issued a patent 
to Hof fmann-LaRoche containing claims to a formulation and uses... 
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Refiners cry foul over Unocal plan to offer licenses for RFG formula, 
(reformulated gasoline) 
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... the controversy bewildering. 

He noted that of the roughly 65 patents that have been issued for 
«j5Soline formulation, no other one... 

... a dispute . 

Lane also pointed out that Chevron has a patent for a diesel fuel 
formulation . 

Hendon said the difference between most patents in the industry and 
Unocal's patent is the scope of Unocal's claims . 



"1 find it's a difference between licensing a better sort of... 
. . . Hendon said . 

Arco in 1991 withdrew its application for a patent on one of its 
gasoline reformulations. Greenstein said the move was a "deliberate 
decision to not seek a patent on the pioneering work we did on RFG in 
order . . . 
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. . . term deliberately 

indexed as the narrowest concept 
present in that patent . This 
broader term is indexed with the suffix 
-R to. . . 

...If you look for a specific 

chemical but need to find all patents 
with broader claims that would 
include the chemical, you search for 
the specific . . . 
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Hanging in there: bulk analgesics continue to grow as a whole, but 
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... be made clear," Mr. Eisenhauer says. He explains that while 

patents for S-+ ibuprofen say that it is faster-acting, trying... 

...pain starts and ends. "The results of such trials would determine the 
marketing claims and therefore the size of the potential market," he 

While ibuprofen is gaining... 
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... to your interest in the product . 

Alternative if a conflicting patent is 
found: inventing around it 

1 z may be feasible to invent around the patent --to modify the 
• ^-rf^r.'s of a product design so as to be outside the scope of the patent 

. T.^.e first seep is co have a patent attorney carefully analyze 

' : f J scope of the claims . For example, let*s say a company marketed a 
f;ew pLascic automotive radiator. It obtained a patent whose broadest 
claim defines the invention as a vehicular radiator... 
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TEXT: 

Patent issued 
^ 5, 670, 113 

Automated Analysis Equipment and Assay Method. . . 

. . .Cell Surface Protein and/or Cytoplasmic Receptor Function Using Same 

Patent contains broad claims on automated measurement 

instruments and related assay methods for use in high-throughput... 
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TEXT : 

''.S. Patent Issued 
H^, 565, 324 

C-'.umbia University and Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
The patent contains broad claims that cover the identification 
. : biologically active compounds from encoded combinatorial chemical 
libraries using Pharmacopeia, Inc.'s ECLiPS technology. The patent is 
Che first to issue from a series of applications... 
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BYLINE: 



...work in modifying Bt genes for plant expression and early patent 
claims we having pending in that area, we think the Monsanto patent will 
be found to be invalid, * * he said. 
Claims that . . . 

...Mycogen's position still are pending in the U.S. Patent Office,** 
Caulder said. ^ 'Until the patent office acts on these broad claims , 
it will be difficult to assess the value of any individual patent for 
Bt in plants . * ' 

Mark Wiltamuth, an analyst at Natwest... 
. . .have to really look at the science behind all these patent 
'innouncemencs to understand who actually has a valid claim and. . . 
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...TEXT: cases while significantly increasing the judge's influence. 

When a patent owner sues for infringement, one of the key issues 
determining the outcome is the scope of the patent claims : What 
exactly do the claims mean, how are their words... 

...be interpreted, and just how far do the claims reach? Patent claims in 
electronic devices, for example, often recite a structure that carries out 
a function. For example, a patent claim relating to a printing apparatus 
may recite "an electronic... 

...individual sheets. The issue, then, becomes the scope of the patent 
claim. According to Markman, the Supreme Court made it clear that the judge 
: > :.Ui determine the scope of patent claims , not the jury. 

• .. , O'jr printing-apparatus example, the... 

rind cake" proceedings an applicant goes through before the Patent 

'."rademark Office. 

If claims are not artfully drawn, they... 

...territory that should have belonged to the inventor. If the patent 's 
specification section is improperly written and claim terms poorly. . . 

...Markman hearing may have to seek other guidance on the scope of the 
claims - If judges find only ambiguity in the claims, the patent 
prosecution history and the patent 's specification section, they can 

'hen rely on the opinions of experts about the meaning of the patent 

owner's claims. 

When a patent -infringement case does wind up in court, the premium will 
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TEXT: Ill-suited to evaluating the broad claims of biotech and 

software firms, the 200-year-old U.S. Patent Office could use a dose of 

reinvent ion . 

- " made . . . 

tihe annual Inventors Expo--sponsored by the U.S. Patent and 
ir ideinark Of f ice--carrying U.S. patent number 5, 246, 793, a hinged plastic 
.:cise he designed... 
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...TEXT: determine the scope of protection on the basis of the patent 
claims, although descriptions and drawings are considered when the claims 
are being interpreted. 

The interpretation and determination of the scope of protection of 
patent claims is still one of the most discussed issues in infringement 
suits in Germany. Section 14 of the German Patent Act 1981 literally 
-^riopced Arcicle 69 of the European Patent Convention and abandoned the 
'■^:::]i'^r German concept of the protection... 
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Judges in US given freer hand in patent cases 

Glazer, Steven 
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...TEXT: right to a jury trial. Rather, the decision holds that 
determining the scope of the claims in a patent --only the first 
seep of the infringement inquiry--is strictly. . . 
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...TEXT: a number of European countries became signatories to the European 
Patent Convention (EPC) in an attempt to harmonize the law for both 
validity and infringement of patents . In 1975, the United Kingdom became 



a- signatory to the EPC and incorporated the system into its own 

J Gcisla c ion . 

DETERMINING THE SCOPE OF THE CLAIM 

: •. ? s^aruinq poinc for an analysis of the rules of construction of claims 
:s "he scacucory law of infringement which is now set forth in the Patents 

Acc 1977. Patents are required to contain claims which, when properly 
incerpreted, define... no less than ours, insist that the scope of a patent 

must be determined by its language. While the extent of... 

...functional equivalents which are deducible from the wording of the 
claim . In order to determine the extent of protection, they ask the 
key question whether the variant... 
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Changes in Japan mean a more pro-patent law 

Vdirnarnoco, Shusaku 

Managing Intellectual Property n48 PP: 19-22 Apr 1995 
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...TEXT: for the constitution of the invention(s) for which the patent is 

sought. This criteria had restrictive effect on the scope... 

...The JPO follows this excluding criteria strictly, and when the patent 
:s issued, most patent owners will have a very restricted patent 
claim . This naturally creates difficulties in determining infringement 
during litigation proceedings for patentees. Under existing patent law, 
che disclosure of the invention in specifications which are... 

...methods and/or process is not permitted. 

Fortunately for the patent owner, the new 36(5) of the Japanese Patent 

Law provides that the claim must: 
Set forth all the. . . 

...The broader the claims, the more likely it is that patent owners, 
particularly foreign ones, will rely on the courts to stop infringement of 
their patents . 

7::e couriis will be more likely to be asked to ascertain the limits of the 
breadth of the broad claims in such infringement actions. In this 
/;a7, uhe amendment to allow a broader scope of claims will greatly 
Lransform che patent litigation landscape in Japan. Infringers will be 
far more vulnerable... 
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b4anaging intellectual property - An international capital asset 
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...TEXT: registration of the right, i.e., the risk of the patent issuing 
and the scope of the claims . Estimation of these risks is more 
reliable in those intellectual property. . . 
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Patent practitioners - Don't let GATT get you 

Voet, Martin A; Berman, Rod S; Gerardi, Michael M 
Managing Intellectual Property n41 PP: 20-25 Mar 1995 
ISSN: 0960-5002 JRNL CODE: MPR 
WORD COUNT: 5730 

. . . :'F/'.7: and thus give added assurance of the validity of any patent that 
: .r^s "^n Lhe US application. Furthermore, the initial Information... 

. . . ;.:s application will often be more comprehensive, leading to earlier 
identification of the issues affecting the breadth of the claims . 

Pending applications 

What to do before June 8 1995 

To maximize patent life, file prior to June 8 1995, as many continuations 
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IP litigation in the United States 

Lee, David J; Palladino, Vincent N 
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...TEXT: during lit igation--or at any time, for that matter — the patent 
wr.or or any other interested party can ask the PTO to reexamine the 
patent in issue. Similarly, the patent owner can ask the PTO to 
• -risiaer and reissue the patent because of mistakes or problems with 
: r.o claims , including unintended narrowness . Finally, where the PTO 
determines that an issued patent and pending application claim the same 
subject matter, and hence... 

7/3,K/56 (Item 10 from file: 15) 

DIALOG (R) File 15 : ABI / Inf orm ( R) 

(c) 2004 ProQuest Inf o&Learning . All rts. reserv. 

00957171 96-06564 

IP in the US courts: 1994 

Cooper, Victor G; Berman, Charles 
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TEXT: PATENTS 

Functional claim language must be read narrowly 
In In re . . . 

...using so-called "means for" functional language. Before Donaldson, the 
Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) and the courts interpreted functional 
. :r rja^e differently. When determining obviousness, the PTO read 
' .* ■ i :.r:l claim language broadly , interpreting the claim as 
' -.jt'.ir.q ciny and all means for performing the claimed... 
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Europe's patent claims 

Anonymous 

Managing Intellectual Property v8n43 PP: 28-35 Oct 1994 
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ABSTEIACT: Various topics concerning patent claims and the 

determination of the scope of protection of patents in 4 members of 
the European Patent Convention are discussed by representatives of each 
country. After more... 

,..15 years of harmony, Europe's major jurisdictions still handle patent 
claims differently. 

...TEXT: the Wortsinn step; in other words, something can infringe a 
patent within its Wortsinn even if it differs from the prior. . . 

...an examination of the patentability of the invention before the 
determination of the scope of the claims . This is not only true for 
French patents which have not been examined, but also for the French limb 
of European patents . 

During that examination any prior art may be taken into... 

. . . infringer . 

Nacurally the prior art is taken into consideration in determining the 
scope of claim . 



Any prior art submitted by the parties is considered by the court in 
assessing validity or invalidity of a patent , be it an unexamined Italian 
patent or a European examined patent . 

Considerations on prior art regarding validity also influence scope of... 

...be avoided by formulating the object very broadly in European patents 
in the sense of an effect and describing a particular. . . 

...the application. 

FRANCE 

: r.v objecc is not generally decisive in determining the scope of a 
claim . In any case, the problem (or the object), or more... 
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Telecom patents - It's all in the claim drafting 

Roberts, Simon 
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...TEXT: someone selling imported car radios (receivers) which could 
receive and analyse the traffic information broadcast . There were no 
claims to a receiver. The court held that the claim covered... 

...the transmitter end of the radio transmission system. So the patent 
covered a few transmitters, but did not cover the many. . . 
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On limiting or encouraging rivalry in technical progress: The effect of 
patent scope decisions 

Merges, Robert P; Nelson, Richard R 

Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization v25nl PP: 1-24 Sep 1994 
ISSN: 0167-2681 JRNL CODE: JEB 

'~:A'7: rhe scope of the claims of a patent determines the 

.: . , ^: competicors to produce substitutes without fear of infringement 
or:d hence the real "monopoly power" of the patent holder. It is 
:: ;^€C unac chis depends on the topography... 
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Patent protection in Japan: Part III - Enforcing patents in Japan, moves 
toward international patent harmonization 

/'.'.'^'".ymcus 
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. . .TEXT: NARROWLY 

Generally, Japanese courts give a narrower interpretation of a patent *s 
claims than do U.S. courts. One Japanese patent attorney commented that 
in practice, Japan has the strictest system of claim interpretation of any 
of the leading industrial countries. 

Patent infringement litigation often focuses on the scope of the 
patient 's claim in order to determine whether the defendant's product 

. : -*-ss falls within that... 

.... 'l^iliw is often critical. According to several U.S. patent attorneys, 
• :. .'..ipanese courts' narrow interpretation of claims enables companies... 
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Patent protection in Japan: II. Causes of US firms* patent problems, 
effects of firms* patent practices, recent JPG changes 

Anonymous 
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WORD COUNT: 6854 

...TEXT: the same inventive concept. In the view of one Japanese patent 
attorney, the new system of multiple claims should enable applicants to 
seek the broadest possible patent protection. 

Due to the delays in processing patent applications at JPO and Japan's 
deferred examination system, many patent attorneys said that it is too 
early to determine how beneficial the multiple- claim system will be in 
broadening the scope of patent protection granted. According to JPO 
"officials, many Japanese and foreign... 
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Bulk analgesics: Hanging in there 
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...TEXT: be made clear," Mr. Eisenhauer says. He explains that while 
patents for S-+ ibuprofen say that it is faster-acting, trying. . . 

...pain starts and ends. "The results of such trials would determine the 
marketing claims and therefore the size of the potential market," he 
says . 

While ibuprofen is gaining... 
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United Kingdom patent law 

Jacob, Robin; Tappin, Michael 
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...TEXT: an aggrieved party in respect of allegedly unjustified threats of 
patent proceedings (often, but not always, made by the patentee to the 

:;::r.icived party's customers). 

h-^ first: stage in a patent action is to construe the claims so as to 
ascertain the extent of protection granted by the patent . Once the 
claims have been construed, the questions of infringement... 
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Japan 
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. . .TEXT: Patent Office in the invalidation proceedings with respect to the 
patent in suit becomes final (although this is rare) . Therefore, 

defendants sometimes initiate invalidation proceedings against the patent 
in suit with the Patent Office and file evidence thereof with the court. 

Finally, even if a court cannot invalidate a patent in suit based on a 
prior art, the court may construe narrowly the language of the patent 
claim and find non-infringement under such narrow construction. 

:Nj:iNCTION AND DAMAGES 

Under the Patent Law, in patent infringement cases courts may fashion 
an injunction in any manner necessary to prevent infringement. Thus, an 
injunction in patent infringement litigation usually includes a 



p-rohibi c ion of any act of. 
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...ABSTRACT: smaller companies out of the business, according to vendors 
and analysts . Tektronix 's broad -based patent claim is being met 
wich disbelief in the industry. According to patent expert Robert Barr, 
'.he patent could be invalidated if someone could provide evidence that a 
^crnpany or individual had been using video indexing before the patent was 
: L ..ec In 1990. 
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Micro chip patent rewrites history 

Byline: Maura J. Harrington, CW Staff 
Journal: Compu terworld Page Number: 4 

Publication Date: September 03, 1990 
Word Count: 605 Line Count: 43 

Texc : 

. . .end users or chip vendors will be affected by the patent in the near 
future . 

' 'This was an extraordinary, lengthy and exhausted patent process, * * 
Hecker said. **Typically, a filing process would be from two to five years, 
not 20. So the interpretation, scope and validity of those claims can't 
be assessed until this lengthy file can be examined, which I guess... 
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LANGUAGE: English RECORD TYPE: Fulltext DOC. TYPE: Journal 
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{USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULLTEXT) 

: F.XT : 

, . .have used the Mobius Band as the basis of their patent on a 
•typewriter ribbon. Hewlett Packard has patented a device... 

...recorder, or in photographic film. 

Beware of imitations 

But the patents now being approved increasingly make such broad 
claims that in future, competitors may find it more difficult to devise 
products based on the same... 



...seems to be especially acute in the area of software patents . Here, 
* software developers are keen to apply for patents because copyright 
protection is not enough to prevent legal imitations... 
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TEXT: 

...of text and pictures - that led examiners to overturn the patent 
Compton's has until 25 May to respond; company officials say they 
will not decide their response until they analyse the rejection. The 
company could narrow its patent claims - to give it some limited 
protection, and hence royalties - or... 
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Business Wire Recap 
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( l-E-APPLIED-BIOSYSTEMS) (PKN) FOSTER CITY, Calif . --Receives 
Broader Patent Claims for Automated Genetic Analysis 

(BW1350 12:07) 

{ JANET-ANNENBERG-HOOKER) --REMINDER/Introducing The New... 
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GENELABS TECHNOLOGIES: Genelabs Receives Broad Patents In Canada For Its 
Enabling Technology For The Discovery Of Gene -Regulating Drugs; Broad 
Patent Previously Issued in United States and Australia 

September 05, 1996 

Byline: Business Editors/Health Writers 

...a desired alteration in 
oene expression. 

The recently issued Canadian patent covers broad claims for the 
■ -^.".rhnDlaqy used to identify and characterize DNA-binding molecules. 
: ^::rs covering the Merlin technology are applicable to the 
• : ^o.s of any qene. Corresponding patents have issued in the 
: : • cci SLaces and Australia. Applications are... 



. . .and Korea . 

"We are very pleased to receive this broad patent because we 
believe Merlin has the potential to generate a... 

7/3,K/71 (Item 1 from file: 813) 

DIALOG (R) File 813: PR Newswire 

(c) 1999 PR Newswire Association Inc. All rts. reserv. 
1443830 DCW040 

Hearing Scheduled on American Inventors Protection Act 

DATE: March 24, 1999 16:00 EST WORD COUNT: 336 

...practice that is 

contrary to the spirit of U.S. Patent law. Publication will not 

occur 

for applicants who file domestically... 

... CO be used in lieu of costly court 

litigation for patent owners and members of the public to 
determine the 



proper scope and coverage of patent claims 
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Journal Announcement: 8203 

Abstract: Patent interpretation guideline are presented to help the 
engineer penetrate the sometimes arcane language of patents . As there is 
no legal requirement to use the medieval language, the engineer applying 
for a patent may ask his patent attorney to use more conventional 
expressions. The most important understanding is to understand and 
determine the extent of its claims to prevent the patent 
infringement. The legal interpretention of of patents , patents claims, 
assignment of patents , field of search, patent advantages, patent 
specifications and abstracts are explored and their importance in preparing 
of a patent application is stressed. 

Descriptors: PATENTS AND INVENTIONS--*Legislation 

Identifiers: PATENT INTERPRETATION 

Classification Codes: 

902 (Engineering Graphics & Standards) 
90 {GENERAL ENGINEERING) 
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This dissertation aims to identify essential differences and common 
principles in determining the patent protection scope by reference to 
patent claims in the United States, Germany and Japan, and to propose a 
uniform claim interpretation method. The analysis focuses on the case law 
to illustrate the problems courts often encounter and the application of 
the principles. 

Chapter 1 deals with the historical development of claim 
interpretation theory and underlying patent policy in each jurisdiction. 
In particular, the analysis focuses on the shift between the central 
'^-^fini *^ ion theory and the peripheral definition theory in each 
• •> r 1 sdicc ion . 

Chapcer 2 discusses the general claim interpretation theory. In 
jeneral, American claim interpretation analysis consists of two steps: 
decermination of literal infringement and infringement under the doctrine 
of equivalents. In contrast, German analysis is traditionally a single step 
construing claim language and finding equivalency at the same step. 
Japanese analysis is also a single step by seldom applying the doctrine of 
equivalents. Thus, this chapter discusses the policies and theoretical 
reasons causing these differences in each jurisdiction. 

Chapter 3 discusses the case law of claim interpretation theory in 
each jurisdiction. It classifies cases depending on the principles that 



c ::-S applied, and compares the result of the application of these 
principles. This comparison reveals that principles believed to be common 
to three jurisdictions functions in different ways. 

Based on the difference identified in Chapter 3, Chapter 4 evaluates 
the principles in each jurisdiction and propose the uniform claim 
interpretation method. For literal interpretation, the proposal focused on 
the function of the claim language to prevents courts from departing from 
what meant by the claim and secure the legal certainty. For applying the 
doctrine of equivalents, the proposal stresses the advantage of the 
nonobviousness test and the necessity of uniforming the two step test for 
-jecermining the patent protection scope with the novelty and 
p.o:. obviousness test for achieving the patent policy of encouraging 
. :.r.';vac ion . The dissertation concluded with the proposal of the research 
] r:si: i uucions co progress the harmonization of patent system in these 
' h.ree jurisdictions. 



5/5/3 (Item 1 from file: 483) 

DIALOG (R) File 4 8 3 : Newspaper Abs Daily 

(c) 2004 ProQuest Inf o&Learning . All rts. reserv. 

0624S526 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 65115563 

Roadblock to Research 

Anonymous 

: OS Angeles Times, p B.6 
11, 2000 

:.SSN: 045S-3035 NEWSPAPER CODE: ANGE 

DOCUMENT TYPE: Editorial; Newspaper article 
LANGUAGE: English RECORD TYPE: ABSTRACT 

ABSTRACT: Celera] is near the forefront of a frenzied race to patent as 
many human genes as possible. The Rockville, Md., company has filed patent 

claims on at least 6,500 gene sequences in the last year alone. Each time 
a biotech company wins a patent on a gene it claims to have discovered, 
it gets broad rights to determine how that gene is used by scientists. 
The journal Science is hardly the only publication to suffer from such 
conflicts. A study published last month in the Journal of the American 
Medical Assn. found that biotechnology companies are increasingly requiring 
* he researchers they fund to delay publication to give them time to file 
patents . The JAMA study recommended that universities and scientific 

'-•irrials draw up tighter rules to prevent such conflicts of interest. Also 
month, a study in the New England Journal of Medicine concluded that 
jnly A3't of scientific journals require researchers to even disclose their 
commercial funding sources. 

DESCRIPTORS: Genomics; Publishing; Journals; Research; Contracts; 

Editorials -- Genomics 
COMPANY INFORMATION: 
Science NAICS: 511120 
Celera Genomics Group 
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A Preliminary Analytical Investigation of the Brig Road Safety Edge 
Concept 

(Interim technical rept) 
McHenry, R. R. 

Cornell Aeronautical Lab., Inc., Buffalo, N.Y. 
Corp. Source Codes: 098300 
Report No.: CAL-VJ-2251-V-8 
Oct 70 19p 

'-rjrr.al Announcement: USGRDR7104 

r-i-: Lnis product from NTIS by: phone at 1-800-553-NTIS (U.S. 
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email at orders@ntis.fedworld.gov. NTIS is located at 5285 Port Royal Road, 
Springfield, VA, 22161, USA. 

NTIS Prices: PC A02/MF AOl 

Concract No. : CPR-11-3988 

The BRIG Road Safety Edge, developed by Georges Brigham, is a depressed 

: > i^r^ vje^n the pavement and the roadside shoulder. This curb design is 
Lo produce corrective steer effects through the mechanism of 
:/r "r.^.pic procession in the steered wheels of an automobile departing from 
• :.o pavement . The analytical study applies a computer simulation of the 
dynamics of single vehicle accidents in a preliminary evaluation of the 
BRIG concept. It was concluded that the proposed BRIG road edge will 
produce corrective steer effects only under extremely limited conditions of 
departure from the pavement and that the mechanism through which the 
effects are produced differs substantially from that described in the U. S. 

Patent and in an earlier analysis supporting the patent claims . 
Despite limitations on the extent of the study, it is believed that the 
results provide an adequate basis for the stated conclusions regarding the 
road edge concept. (BPR abstract) 

Descriptors: *Roads; "^Pavements; *Motor vehicle accidents; Safety; 
Depressions; Computerized simulation; Road tests; Vehicle wheels; 
Correction; Automobiles; Steering gears; Gyroscopes 

Identifiers: *BRIG road safety edge concept; *Roadside shoulders; Road 
curbs; NTISBPR 

Section Headings: SOB (Civil Engineering--Civil Engineering) 
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Journal Subject Category: PHARMACOLOGY & PHARMACY 

Abstract: The patenting of inventions in the proteomics and genomics fields 
has been prolific in the last few years and should continue in that 
vein for some years to come. The ingenuity by which inventions can be 
claimed increases so that even computerized methods for finding useful 
drugs based on the underlying genomic and proteomic information find 
cheir way into patents . However, with the increasing number of 
patents invalidated and the increasing number of exceptions to patent 

infringement; the value of new biotechnology patents is being 
v;hittled away. First, it may be hard to find potential infringers who 
improperly practice the claimed invention. Second, these potential 
infringers may practice in areas of the world where there is no patent 

protection. Third, the practice may be held by a court not to be 
infringing activity because it has as its aim the development of a new 
drug. Finally, the claims may be held invalid for lack of written 
description or enablement as the courts find mechanisms or reasons to 

narrow the allowable claims . With this setting, we must consider 
.^•^:* ran be done to besc protect this new generation of inventive 
: '* ;-':Ly. Moreover, we muse consider the possible demise of the drug 
f : r;,r- 1 i ne should this trend to narrow protection continue. 

! ' s ■ I . p: ors- -Au chor Keywords: enablement ; enforcement ; patent portfolio 
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DOCUMENT TYPE: Feature Article ISSN: 0262-4079 LANGUAGE: English 
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ABSTRACT: The writer considers the extent to which mathematics is being 
pa centied in the U.S. Some of the more recent patents being approved are 
making such broad claims that competitors may find it more difficult 
to devise products based on the same mathematics. In such a competitive 
climate, mathematicians with new ideas might not publish their work if it 
might be incorporated into someone else's product patent . 
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1 Automated categorization in the international patent classification 100% 

□1 C. J. Fall , A. Torcsvari , K. Benzineb , G. Karetka 
— ' ACM SIGIR Forum April 2003 
Volume 37 Issue 1 

A new reference collection of patent docunnents for training and testing automated 
categorization systems is established and described in detail. This collection is 
tailored for automating the attribution of international patent classification codes to 
patent applications and is made publicly available for future research work. We 
report the results of applying a variety of machine learning algorithms to the 
automated categorization of English-language patent documents. This procedure 
involves a ... 



2 Filtering and retrieval models: An empirical study on retrieval models ioo% 
(2) for different document genres: patents and newspaper articles 
Makoto Iwayama , Atsushi Fujii , Noriko Kando , Yuzo r^arukawa 
Proceedings of the 26th annual international ACM SIGIR conference on 
Research and development in informaion retrieval July 2003 

Reflecting the rapid growth in the utilization of large test collections for information 
retrieval since the 1990s, extensive comparative experiments have been performed 
to explore the effectiveness of various retrieval models. However, most collections 
were intended for retrieving newspaper articles and technical abstracts. In this 
paper, we describe the process of producing a test collection for patent retrieval, the 
NTCIR-3 Patent Retrieval Collection, which includes two years of Japanese pat ... 



3 A patent problem for abstract programming languages; machine- 100% 
independent computations 

R. G. Hamlet 

Proceedings of the fourth annual ACM symposium on Theory of computing May 
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A programming language may be viewed as an acceptable numbering of the partial 
recursive functions, with "semantics" the mapping from programs onto the functions 
computed [1]. (In this view, syntax receives little attention, although it is best to 
consider it as a characteristic function of a recursive set of indices instead of 
allowing all natural numbers. Such a view is natural for the usual arithmetizations, 
and eliminates some possible confusions, for example in interpreting ... 

Legally speaking: should program algorithms be patented ioo% 

Pamela Samuelson 

Communications of the ACM August 1990 
Volume 33 Issue 8 

In the Legally Speaking column last May [6], we reported on a survey conducted at 
last year's ACM-sponsored Conference on Computer-Human Interaction in Austin, 
Tex. Among the issues about which the survey inquired was whether the 
respondents thought patent protection should be available for various aspects of 
computer programs. The 667 respondents overwhelmingly supported copyright 
protection for source and object code although they strongly opposed copyright or 
patent protection for &Idquo ... 

5^ Viewpoint: Bounty hunting in the patent base ioo% 

[7^ Bob Besaha 

' — Communications of the ACM March 2003 
Volume 46 Issue 3 

Like Robin Hood and his band of merry men, patent bounty hunters and software 
agent communities may one day patrol the patent kingdom. 

Poster session: Knowledge discovery in patent databases ioo% 

Konstantinos Markellos , Katerina Perdikuri , Penelope Markeliou , Spiros Sirmakessis , 
George Mayritsakis , Athanasios Tsakalidis 
Proceedings of the eleventh international conference on Information and 
knowledge management November 2002 

In our days the business, scientific and personal databases are growing in an 
exponential rate. However, what is truly valuable is the knowledge that can be 
extracted from the stored data. Knowledge Discovery in patent databases was 
traditionally based on manual analysis carried out from statistical experts. Nowadays 
the increasing interest of many actors have led to the development of new tools for 
discovering and exploiting information related to technological activities and 
innovation, "hidde ... 

7 RISCY patents ioo% 
David A. Patterson 

* — ' ACM SIGARCH Computer Architecture News September 1988 
Volume 16 Issue 4 

8 Geek law: Dealing with patents in software licenses, part II ioo% 

Lawrnence Rosen 
— Linux Journal February 2002 
Volume 2002 Issue 94 

9 Viewpoint: against software patents 100% 

CORPORATE The League for Programming Freedom , Richard Stallman , Simson Garfinkle 
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Communications of the ACM January 1992 
^ Volume 35 Issue 1 



10 Workshop on patent retrieval SIGIR 2000 workshop report ioo% 

□i Noriko Kando , Mun-Kew Leong 
^ ACM SIGIR Forum April 2000 
Volume 34 Issue 1 



11 Patently absurd ioo% 

□l Gilbert Haj Held 

— International Journal of Network Management November 2000 
Volume 10 Issue 6 



1.2 Copyrightable functions and patentable speech ioo% 

vj] Dan L. Burk 

— Communications of the ACM February 2001 
Volume 44 Issue 2 



13 Pros and cons of patenting computer programs ioo% 

James P. Titus 
— Communications of the ACM February 1967 

Volume 10 Issue 2 



14 Patents and programs: the ACM's position ioo% 

Michael A. Duggan 

Communications of the ACM April 1971 
Volume 14 Issue 4 



15 Software and patents: a status report ioo% 

Elmer W. Gaibi 

Communications of the ACM April 1971 
Volume 14 Issue 4 



16 Patent protection of computer programs ioo% 

Morton C. Jacobs 

Communications of the ACM October 1964 
Volume 7 Issue 10 

Recently, the computer industry has been exploring anew the question of whether 
programs for operating an electronic digital computer are or should be patentable. 



17 Computer programs are patentable ioo% 

Kenneth B. Hamlin 
— Communications of the ACM October 1964 
Volume 7 Issue 10 

It is not surprising that computer programs are not listed in the patent statutes as 
one of the categories of patentable invention. When these categories were defined 
many years ago, computers and computer programs were unknown. Therefore, if 
computer programs are to be patentable within the framework of existing patent law 
they must fall within one of the specifically defined categories of processes, 
machines, manufactures or compositions of matter. 
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18 Computer patent disclosures ioo% 
Joseph P. Kates 

Communications of the ACM October 1964 
Volume 7 Issue 10 

Suppose a potentially very valuable experimental multi-computer system is being 
designed by you and your group. You feel you have made at least a system 
invention. In your Company scientists and engineers are responsible for initiating 
invention disclosures. 



19 Collection selection and results merging with topically organized U.S. ioo% 

2l patents and TREC data 

Leah S. Larkey , Margaret E. Connell , Jamie Callan 

Proceedings of the ninth international conference on Information and 
knowledge management November 2000 

20 Linux for Suits: Patent Absurdities ioo% 

Doc Searls 
^ Linux Journal May 2000 
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21 Viewpoint: The Internet patent land grab ioo% 

Tim O'Reilly 
— Communications of the ACM June 2000 
Volume 43 Issue 6 



22 Intellectual property protection for software in the United States and ioo% 
2) Europe (tutorial session): the changing roles of patents and copyrights 

Gregory J. Kirsch , Yannis Skulikaris 

Proceedings of the 22nd international conference on Software engineering June 
2000 

This tutorial addresses how both the Object Management Group (OMG) 
specifications and the implementation choices made by middleware providers and 
application developers affect Common Object Request Broker Architecture (CORBA) 
application scalability. We will cover a range of scalability issues, starting with 
Object Request Broker (ORB) internals and working outward to full-scale 
applications, addressing issues such as connection management. Portable Object 
Adapter (POA) scalability features ... 



23 A patent search and classification system ioo% 

□l Leah S. La r key 

— Proceedings of the fourth ACM conference on Digital libraries August 1999 

24 17,500 software patents to issue in 1998 ioo% 
□l Greg Aharonian 

^ ACM SIGSOFT Software Engineering Notes May 1999 
Volume 24 Issue 3 

Based on an analysis of 3336 software patents issued circa January/August of 1998, 
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I have put together the following statistics. Simply put, in 1998 and 1999 the PTO 
will issue 40,000 software patents, ten times the amount issued six years earlier in 
1992 and 1993, without ten times the resources. 



25 Maintaining high living standards through innovation, strong patents ioo% 

Richard C. Hsu 

Communications of the ACM October 1998 
Volume 41 Issue 10 



26 A protein patent query system powered by Kleisli ioo% 

□l Jing Chen , Limsoon Wong , Louxin Zhang 

— ' ACM SIGMOD Record , Proceedings of the 1998 ACM SIGMOD international 
conference on Management of data June 1998 
Volume 27 Issue 2 



27 Evaluating document retrieval in patent database: a preliminary report ioo% 

□h Mark Osborn , Tomek Strzalkowski , Mihnea Marinescu 

— Proceedings of the sixth international conference on Information and 
knowledge management January 1997 



28 Taking stock for university patents ioo% 
Richard C. Hsu 



Communications of the ACM April 1997 
Volume 40 Issue 4 



29 Software patents and their potential impact on the EDA community ioo% 
21 (panel) 

William M. van Cleemput , Ewald Detjens , Herman Beke , George C. Chen , Joseph 
Hustein , William Lattin , Dennis Fernandez 

Proceedings of the 31st annual conference on Design automation conference 

June 1994 



30 United States Patent Office: stereoscopic-television apparatus for ioo% 

individual use 
Morton L. Heilig 

ACM SIGGRAPH Computer Graphics May 1994 
Volume 28 Issue 2 

31 The effects of software patents ioo% 

CORPORATE The League for Programming Freedom 

Proceedings of the conference on TRI-Ada '92 December 1992 

32 Against software patents ioo% 
CORPORATE The League for Programming Freedom 

Proceedings of the conference on TRI-Ada '92 December 1992 

33 Software patents and econonnic competitiveness ioo% 

^ Craig A. Will 
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Proceedings of the eighth annual Washington Ada symposium & summer 
SIGAda meeting on Ada: software: foundation for competitveness June 1991 

34 Debunking the software patent myths ioo% 

Paul Meckel 

— Communications of the ACM June 1992 
Volume 35 Issue 6 



35 Software patents: an example of the threat ioo% 
Paul W. Abrahams 

ACM SIGPLAN Notices August 1992 
Volume 27 Issue 8 
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I. Inlellectual Property Quotient - The Intellectual Propcny 
Quotient or "IPQ" a computer-generated numerical ranking or score 
based on a number of identified predictor variables (patent "metrics") 
deicnnincd to have statistical correlation to patent maintenance rates. 

SciHcs arc calculated for each patent according to the determined 
metrics. Raw scores arc mathematically adjusted to a nominal expected 
.score of 100. Adjusted scores is akin to the familiar IQ score for rating 
human intelligence. Thus, a score of 100 generally corresponds to an 
expected normal or median patent quality, while an IPQ score higher or 
lower than 100 indicates an expected above-average or below-avcragc 
patent quality and/or value probability, respectively. 
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riic ahdw griiph is a probability distribution of maintenance rates for a 
.sample population of 100.000 utility patents issued in 1996. As illustrated 
by the graph, observed 4th year maintenance rates generally increase with 
incrcLising IPQ scores. Patents scoring 60 or less on the IPQ scale had an 
observed 4th year maintenance rate of 43.7%, compared to observed 
maintenance rates of 100% for patents scoring 150 or higher. The average 
maintenance rate for all patents in the sample population was 85.2%. 

2. Percentile Rank - Patents are ranked on a percentilc-basis 
according to IPQ score. The percentile rank represents the proportion of 
patents in a given population that have IPQ scores less than or equal to the 
reported score. For instance, if a patent receives an IPQ score of 125 and 
this is greater than or equal to 90% of other patents in a given population, 
then ihc patents * percentile rank would be 90% relative to that population. 
Patents are ranked according to five different populations or groupings: 
(i) Overall - all patents; (ii) "Field" - same field; (iii) "Class" -same class; 
(iv) "Subclass" - same class/subclass; and (v) "Assignee" - same assignee. 

3. Quality Ratings - Letter grades arc assigned to each patent based 
on percentile rankings of iPQ scores among patents in the same 
class/subclass. Patents ranked between the 40th and 60th percentiles are 
assigned a grade of "B" corresponding to a normal or median quality. 
Patents ranked below and above the 40th and 60lh percentiles arc graded on 
a bell-curve with a nominal low grade of "C-" (bottom 5%) and a nominal 
high grade of "A+" (top 5%). 

4. Riilini! Factors - IPQ^" rankings or ratings arc derived from PTO 
iiuiimenance fee records using statistical patent survival analysis. The model 
lm»ks for statistically significant correlations between patent survival 
(iiKiinieniinec or abandonment rates) and certain objective attributes or 
"nK-ine.s" revealed by the patent document itself, its prosecution history 
jtuj ui ;l^.s4lL■lalcd public records. 

For exampk'. the figures below illustrate statistical correlations between 
paieni survival rales and the number of independent claims (left) and the 
number of fooAard citations (right graph). 
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The graph on the left shows that patent survival rates generally increase 
with the number of clainis. Patents in the sample population having only one 
independent claim had an observed 4th year maintenance rate of 81.3%, 
compared to 92.6% for patents having 12 or more independent claims. The 
graph on the right shows that patent survival rates generally increase with the 
number of forward citations a patent receives. Patents in the sample 
population that received no forward citations within the first four years had 
an observed 4th year maintenance rate of 79.3%, compared to 93.5% for 
patents that received 14 or more citations. The indicated correlations are 
statistically significant to the 99.9% confidence level (a < 0.001). 

Patents can be comparatively ranked or rated based on these and other 
objective criteria. The IPQ rating model considers over 35 individual 
metrics each having a statistically significant correlation to patent survival 
rates. For convenience of analysis and reporting metrics are generally 
categorized in different groups corresponding to various "factors" that 
contribute to the overall IPQ score. A brief description of these factors and 
some of the more relevant metrics is provided below; 

(i) Technology - The relative mortality or maintenance rates of similar 
patents within the same technology space. The technology space is defined 
as other patents within the same class/subclass or patents falling within 
various related clusters of technically similar patents. The technology factor 
considers the relative differences in mortality rates between, for example, 
patents relating to "hummingbird feeder controllers" (high mortality) and 
patents relating to '*himian factor-8 growth hormones" (low mortality). But, 
it does not consider or assess the technical merits of the particular underlying 
invention in cither case. 

(ii) Prior Art - The scope of prior art considered by the patent 
examiner. Relevant metrics include the number and type of cited prior an 
references, the average age of the references and the number of search fields 
considered by the examiner in conducting the prior art search. 

(iii) Disclosure - Thoroughness of the patent disclosure. Relevant 
metrics include the number of words contained in the patent specification 
and the number of figures described. 

(iv) Claims - Breadth and quality of the claims. Relevant metrics 
include the number of independent and dependent claims, claim types (e.g. 
method, apparatus, etc.), number of different words per claim, and the 
presence or absence of specific limiting language such as "means" clauses 
and the like. 

(v) Prosecution - Prosecution history of the patent. Relevant metrics 
include length of pendency, number and type of documents filed, identity of 
the prosecuting attorney or law firm, and the identity of the primary and 
assistant examiners. 

(vi) Other - Various metrics not otherwise categorized. 

5. Raw Scores - The Report indicates raw scores and percentile 
rankings according to each of the identified factors. Raw scores are 
normalized to a median or expected raw score of 1.0. Thus, a raw score 
greater than 1.0 generally indicates that the corresponding factor has a 
positive impact on the overall IPQ score, while a raw score less than 1 .0 
generally indicates a negative impact on the overall IPQ score. 

6. Life Expectancy - Average estimated patent life expectancies arc 
determined using IPQ scores and various actuarial tables and calculations 
developed by PatentRatings. The graph below illustrates estimated total life 
expectancies (measured from patent issuance to expiration or abandonment) 
for a sample population of patents issued in 1 996. 
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The graph shows thai patents scoring lower than about 60 on the IPQ 
sculc (iiboui 0.3% of the population) had an average total life expectancy of 
:iboui f).7 years from issuance corresponding to an overall average survival 
rate of 1 1 .5%. Patents scoring higher than about 1 50 on the IPQ scale 
(about 0.7% of the population) had an average total life expectancy of about 
I IS) jears {average full term) corresponding to an overall average survival 
ane of 100%. The median life expectancy was about 13.7 years 
corresponding to an overall average survival rate of about 55.9% and an 
IPQ .^coa- of 100. 

The Report provides estimates of both total life expectancy (total years 
from i.^suanee) and the remaining life expectancy (average number of 
ulIlI nit Mini years the patent is expected to survive). For specific estimated 
iifV e.\peci:inctcs and survival probabilities through the 4**. 8'" and 12*** year 
iu.iimen:ince fee dates, refer n» the "Life Rxpcctancy & Survival Statistics 
r;)hk-" (HI puge I (if the Report. The notations YO. Y I . Y2 . etc.. refer to the 
ji;e ol ihc patent in years from date of issuance. TTic notations Ml. M2 and 
M.i Mulicaie .scheduled maintenance fee payments for the 4th. 8th and I2lh 
yeai.^, respectively. All indicated survival probabilities arc cumulative. 
riuL-s. for example, a 50% expected survival at M3-YI2 indicates there is a 
50% expected probability that a patent issued at YO will survive beyond 
Y 1 2 (i.e.. the 12* year maintenance fee will be paid). Patents in force after 
YI2 will run full term and the remaining life expectancies of these patents 
can be directly calculated from the expiration date listed on the patent. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q - If a patent scores low on the IPQ scale docs that mean that it is 
less valuable. Conversely, if a patent scores high on the IPQ scale does 
that mean it is more valuable? 

A As with human IQ the IPQ score tells only part of the story. The 
IPO score does not directly determine the value of a patent, just as an 
iiKin'iduars IQ does not directly determine his or her financial success or 
railure. However, it does establish a statistical probability or correlation 
based on the body of available data. Thus, high-scoring patents have a 
staiistically higher probability of generating economic benefit than low- 
scDring patents. 

Q - If a patent is rated low on the IPQ scale does that mean that the 
prosecuting attorney or firm did a bad job? 

A - Not necessarily. The IPQ score is statistically derived from a large 
number of different factors or "metrics" determined to have significant 
.statistical correlation with either high or low patent maintenance rates. 
While the overall work quality, diligence and experience of the prosecuting 
attorney or law firm can certainly impact patent quality and IPQ scores, 
there arc many other factors the model considers. Thus, it is equally 
plausible and even probable in some cases that a low score could result 
frtiin factors unrelated to or beyond the control of the prosecuting 
aitorncyTirm. 

0 I low does patent ownership affect IPQ scores? 

A - Various factors relating to patent ownership (e.g., private or 
corporate, small entity or large entity, foreign or domestic, etc.) have been 
identified as statistically correlated to patent maintenance rates. Generally 
speaking, patents that are assigned tend to have higher expected 
maintenance rales than patents that arc unassigncd or owned by the 
inventor(s). Patents that arc assigned to "largc-cntity" corporations tend to 
have higher expected maintenance rates than patents assigned to "small- 
entity" corporations. IPQ scores arc adjusted to ignore these ownership 
factors so that differences in ownership do not affect IPQ scores. However, 
for certain purposes such as investment analysis and business valuations, it 
may be appropriate and desirable to use a modified score (IPQi) that takes 
into aeeouni some or all of these ownership factors. Life expectancy and 
maintenance probability calculations consider all identified factors, 
including ownership. 

0 The modified IPQo score is higher than the regular IPQ score. 
Dne.s thi.s mean the patent actually has a higher probability of producing 
eciMioimc return or is of a higher quality than otherwise indicated by the 
IPQ score? 

A - Possibly. The difference may reflect the fact thai certain patent 
owners (or certain types of patent owners) are better capitalized, have more 
significant patent resources, collateral technologies, market penetration. 



etc., that make their patents gcneially more valuable (more likely to 
produce economic benefit) than patents owned by other companies or 
individuals. Certain patent owners (or types of patent owners) might also 
be statistically more likely to acquire higher quality and/or more 
conuncrcially valuable patents than other patent owners and these factors 
are reflected in the modified IPQa score. 

Q - Can individual patent IPQ scores be averaged or otherwise 
combined to produce an average rating for an entire portfolio of patents? 

A - It depends. It is generally appropriate to calculate an average IPQ 
score for a portfolio of patents as a fair characterization of its rated quality 
and/or for grading purposes relative to other patents and portfolios. For 
valuation analysis, however, it would not necessarily be accurate to use an 
average or combined IPQ score to derive an implied average value 
(expected economic return) for all patents in the portfolio. If you assume 
that patent values arc lognormatly distributed (values increase exponen- 
tially with percentile rank within a defined population) averaging IPQ 
ratings across the entire portfolio would tend to underestimate overall value 
by under-weighting the most highly-ranked patents. 

Q - What is the difference between the IPQ score and the patent 
quality rating or grade? 

A - IPQ scores map to a single uniform scale normalized to a median 
of 100. All patents are scored on the same scale regardless of the field of 
technology or the particular class/subclass of the invention. Quality 
ratings, in contrast, arc based on relative percentile rankings of IPQ scores 
among other patents within the same class/subclass. Thus, for example, a 
patent scoring below average on the IPQ scale may still receive an above- 
average quality rating or letter grade if its IPQ score is higher than other 
patents in the same class/subclass. 

Q - How long is this Report and the IPQ score good for? 

A - Reported patent ratings, scores and rankings change continually 
over time as new information becomes available and is integrated into the 
IPQ rating model. Information pertaining to newly-issued patents is 
updated on a weekly basis. All other information is updated periodically, 
usually on a quarterly basis. Changes in reported ratings, scores and 
rankings may also occasionally occur due to modifications, improvements 
or refinements to the IPQ rating model. Notices of such changes will 
usually be posted on the PatcntRatings web site at www.Datentratings.com . 

Other Information: 

For more information about the IPQ"""" patent rating system, model 
construct and statistical methodology please refer to the company's web site 
at wvyw.patcntratines.eom . 
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